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Coalition Testifies 
Before City Council 
Against 
Recordation Tax 
 
On March 10, Coalition President 
David Horrigan testified before the 
City Council’s Committee on Tax 
and Revenue.  Councilmember 
Jack Evans (D-Ward 2) heads the 
Committee.  Mr. Horrigan spoke in 
opposition to the temporary 
recordation tax on transfers of 
memberships in housing 
cooperatives and extending the 
temporary tax beyond its expiration 
date this year. The legislation 
imposes a 2.2 percent tax on 
transfers less than $400,000, and 
2.9 percent on transfers of 
$400,000 or more.  (Read more 
about the Cooperative Housing 
Association Economic Interest 
Recordation Tax Temporary 
Amendment Act of 2009 in the last 
issue of DC|CHC News). 
 
Mr. Horrigan explained to the 
Committee members that “… a 
housing cooperative is a form of 
ownership in which a person 
purchases shares—or 
membership—in a cooperative 
corporation to provide its members 
a place in which to live. The 
cooperative corporation owns the 
building, land, apartments, and all 
common elements. The owner-
members, in turn, own the 
corporation.   

(Continued, page 2) 

Update: DC Co-ops 
Recycling Plan 
 
In the last issue of the DC|CHC 
News, we reminded our members 
that by law, recycling is required in 
all business establishments and 
apartment buildings, including 
cooperatives.  The article 
contained a link to the DC 
Department of Public Works’ web 
site describing the program and 
filing form.  Since then, the DPW 
updated its web site and that link 
no longer works.  For information 
about the program and the 
application form, use the following 
links:  
 
http://occc.eom.dc.gov/occc/lib/occ
c/DC_Recycles17x11.pdf  and 
http://occc.eom.dc.gov/occc/lib/occ
c/pdf/Recycling_Plan_and_Instruct
ions.pdf   
 
Thanks to Jill Machol 
from CHC member cooperative, 
3020 Tilden Street, for letting us 
know about the broken link! 
 

 
For more about the District’s green 
initiatives, go to: 
http://green.dc.gov/green/site/defa
ult.asp 

CAI Expo 

The Coalition participated as an 
Allied Partner in the Community 
Associations Institute’s (CAI) 2010 
Conference and Expo held on 
March 13 in the Washington 
Convention Center. 
 

 
Carl Gerber (Cathedral Avenue) 

and Mike O’Dell (Harbour Square) 
 
In addition to the Board members 
pictured above, CHC Board 
members JoAnn Wells, 
accompanied by Blair Osborne, 
manager, (Potomac Plaza 
Apartments) and Fred Dyda 
(Tilden Gardens) also staffed the 
CHC table. 
 

 
150 Exhibitors and 15 educational 

seminars were showcased 
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Carl Gerber New 
Coalition President 
 
Carl Gerber (The Cathedral 
Avenue Cooperative) was elected 
on April 6 as the Coalition’s 
President.  He succeeded David 
Horrigan (1300 Massachusetts 
Avenue) who had to step down 
after selling his co-op unit and 
moving to Boston.  Carl had been 
Vice President since 2005.  Fred 
Dyda (Tilden Gardens) succeeded 
Carl as Vice President.  The Board 
thanked David for his work, 
especially related to recordation 
fees and his March 10 testimony 
before the City Council. 
 

Harbour Square 
Receives CAI 
“Green” Award 
 

 
Inside Harbour Square 
 
Congratulations to Coalition 
member, Harbour Square!  
Harbour Square received the 
Washington Metropolitan Chapter 
of the Community Associations 
Institute’s 2009 Green Association 
of the Year.  The award is given to 
community associations in the 
Washington Metropolitan area 
committed to sustainability in their 
building’s exterior and site 
maintenance programs, efficient 
use of energy and water, indoor 
environmental quality, and overall 
commitment to the environment.  
The award is granted without 
regard to a community’s size or 
age.  Harbour Square has 447 
units and was completed in 1966. 

 

 
Among their “green” efforts, in 
2008, dozens of Harbour Square 
owners planted on their grounds 
more than 40 trees supplied by the 
Casey Tree Foundation. 
 
The Coalition congratulates 
Harbour Square on their award! 
 

Council Testifies 
(Continued from page 1) 

 
“Unlike condominiums, which are 
real property that is transferred in 
the same manner as a single-
family home, co-op shares are 
personal property, not unlike 
ownership of stocks in a 
corporation or partnership.  This 
distinction is important both legally 
and practically when considering a 
recordation tax.  Treating 
cooperative housing sales as real 
property transfers when they are 
not raises important policy 
questions.   
 
“Recordation taxes are not 
assessed on most types of asset 
transfers.  We must ask: ‘Why are 
co-op transfers being taxed when 
other personal property transfers 
are not?’”  To view Mr. Horrigan’s 
testimony, go to: 
http://www.CoopsDC.org/testimony
.htm.  A link to the entire hearing is 
on our web site, www.CoopsDC.org. 
Mr. Horrigan’s testimony begins at 
the 32-minute mark. 
 
This testimony continues the 
Coalition’s work to maintain the fair 
tax treatment of the District’s 
housing cooperatives and keeping 
members informed of tax-related 

developments.  Coalition 
representatives were invited to 
testify at this hearing after meeting 
with Council and District 
government officials in December. 
 
As it has since helping to secure 
the fair tax treatment of co-ops in 
the Cooperative Housing 
Procedure Act of 1988, the 
Coalition is taking a 
comprehensive approach to 
addressing the taxation of the 
District’s housing co-ops by 
opposing the Recordation Tax, but 
ensuring that its efforts protect tax 
benefits important to Coalition 
members. 
 

LEAGUE OF 
WOMEN VOTERS 
CAN HELP! 

By Joan R. Wilson, 
League of Women Voters of the 

District of Columbia 
 
Elections!  Elections?  Inescapable 
passages in human interaction, to 
provide for change, to correct 
failures, to continue success, to 
respond to new voices.  How and 
when we factor in elections in 
housing communities is a matter of 
traditional practice and current 
needs – or perhaps just “business 
as usual” or “’cause our contracts 
say so.” 
 
However viewed, they can play an 
important part in assuring smooth 
operations, not to mention content 
and not contentious residents.  
One organization in our area which 
helps housing cooperatives and 
organizations from schools to 
unions achieve this outcome is the 
local branch of the League of 
Women Voters.  The DC League 
has a long history of conducting 
elections, trained volunteers, and 
very reasonable rates.  To learn 
more, contact the League at 202-
222-0710.  (Earnings are used to 
promote voter registration and 
education.)
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Is your Co-op Missing Out on a 
Free Membership Benefit? 

 
Several of our members have yet to avail themselves of 
a free web page on the Coalition’s web site, 
www.CoopsDC.org.  This member profile page is a free 
membership benefit.  And, if your co-op has its own web 
site, we can link your Coalition web page directly to your 
co-op’s web site. 
 
Here’s an example how it works for The Broadmoor.  
When you go to the Coalition’s home page (Screen 
Shot 1) you will see our site directory and a series of 
rotating photos of some of our members, in this 
example, it is one of Harbour Square’s south buildings.  
To the left of the page is the web site index. 
 
Screen Shot 1 

 
 
Click on “Membership” and you will be taken to the 
“Members” page (Screen Shot 2). The members page 
contains a membership list.  Co-ops with a web page on 
our web site will be highlighted in red and there will be a 

 button.  Notice that The Broadmoor is 
highlighted in red and has the “LEARN MORE” button. 
 
Screen Shot 2 

 
 

Clicking on the “LEARN MORE” button will take you 
directly to The Broadmoor’s free web page (Screen 
Shot 3). 
 
Screen Shot 3 

 
 
The Broadmoor provided all of the text and the photo on 
The Broadmoor’s member profile page.  But The 
Broadmoor also has its own web site as indicated in the 
box at the top of the page with their web address 
highlighted in red.  Clicking on The Broadmoor’s web 
address will immediately take you to The Broadmoor 
web site (Screen Shot 4). 
  
Screen Shot 4 

 
 
Why have a web page?  Buyers and Real Estate agents 
can get information about your co-op.  You can refer 
people seeking more information about your co-op to the 
page.  People outside the DC area who want to buy a 
co-op can find you (the Coalition web site has gotten 
several such requests and we refer them to our 
membership page).  People can find you.  It’s free. 
 
If your co-op is interested in creating a free member 
profile web page, it’s easy to get started.  Send an e-mail 
to CooperativesDC@aol.com and type “Member Web 
Page” in the subject line.  We will send you the 
instructions and get you started right away! 
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Board of Directors 
 

President 
Carl Gerber 
The Cathedral Avenue, 145 units 
 
Vice President 
Fred Dyda 
Tilden Gardens, 170 units 
 
Secretary 
Art Leabman 
1870 Wyoming Avenue, 28 units 
 
Treasurer 
Jill Golden 
3028 Porter Street, 11 units 
 
Directors 
Jim DeMartino 
Capitol Hill Towers, 344 units 
 
Paul St. Hilaire 
Tiber Island, 389 units 
 
Art Howland 
Naylor Gardens, 318 Units 
 
Michael O’Dell 
Harbour Square, 447 units 
 
Nancy Skinkle 
The Broadmoor, 194 units 
 
JoAnn Wells 
Potomac Plaza Apartments 249 units 
 
Counsel 
 
Joseph Douglass 
Whiteford, Taylor & Preston, LLP 
1025 Connecticut Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20036 
202- 659-6779 
jdouglass@wtplaw.com 
 
Administrative Assistant 
 
Jim Smith 
700 7th Street, SW #633 
Washington, DC 20024 
200-488-3670 
DCCHC@aol.com 
 
Contact us: 
 
CooperativesDC@aol.com 
www.CoopsDC.org 

 

 
 

About DC/CHC, the 
Coalition 
 

Established in 1984, the DC 
Cooperative Housing Coalition 
exists to advance the common 
interests of cooperative housing 
associations in the District of 
Columbia and to promote 
cooperative housing as a desirable 
form of home ownership. It is 
therefore both an advocacy 
organization that articulates the 
interests of members before 
government officials and regulatory 
agencies and a service 
organization that provides 
information and education to 
members. 
 

Membership is open to all District 
housing cooperatives, regardless 
of size. A volunteer board of 
directors, elected by member co-
ops, governs the Coalition.  
Activities are financed through 
annual dues, $1.50 per unit per 
year (12.5 cents per month) 

 

The Coalition grew out of an ad-
hoc group of District cooperatives 
that formed in response to a 
judicial ruling that had cast a cloud 
over many cooperatives by 
banning proportionate voting. By 
marshaling the forces of more than 
3,000 housing cooperative units, 
the ad-hoc group persuaded the 
District’s City Council to resolve 
the matter. 
 

Recognizing the importance to the 
cooperative housing community of 
speaking in a single voice and 
maintaining the ability to respond 
quickly and knowledgeably to 
matters affecting cooperative 
housing, the ad-hoc group decided 
to form a permanent organization. 
 

The Coalition was established in 
1984 and was incorporated as 
DC/CHC, Inc., a nonprofit, IRS 
Code Section 501(c)(6) 
organization in the District of 
Columbia, May 24, 1993. 
 

Member Profile Page 
 
Does your cooperative have its 
own dedicated page on the 
Coalition’s web site?  It’s free 
and it is one of the Coalition 
membership benefits.  See 
what your co-op is missing at 
www.CoopsDC.org/Membershi
p.htm and click on members 

with the icon next to 
their names.  Don’t let your co-
op miss out on this members-
only benefit! 
 

Need a web site or have 
one that needs updating? 

 

CHC is fortunate to have found a 
talented web designer to create our 
web site.  Luckier still, he is willing to 
create sites for our member coops at 
reasonable rates.  Go to our web site,  
http://www.CoopsDC.org/services.htm
, and click on “Scott D. Seligman.”  
Scott has done several web sites for 
co-ops in addition to the profile pages 
on our web site. 

Reproducing 
DC|CHC News Articles 

 
No special permission is required to 
use or reproduce articles contained in 
DC|CHC News.  However, each 
reproduced material should contain 
proper acknowledgement of the DC 
Cooperative Housing Coalition and its 
DC|CHC News as the source of the 
article. 


